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For blessed are the peacemakers on earth. (2 Henry VI, 5.2.)
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© The Second Folio Revisited
® Among the four (or five, we should say) siblings of the famous ‘First’, the Second Folio,
despite having been published a decade before the closure of the London theatres, has enjoyed so
little visibility that the world lacks even a census of the extant copies to begin with. Taking as its
starting point the awareness that the Second Folio has not yet been properly appreciated for itself,
this seminar will invite participants to share their renewed interests in and approaches to it and
hopes to (re)kindle scholarly passion for the study of the Second Folio.

The topics to be discussed will range widely from its materiality as a book to the textual
experiences it provides for each particular play. Potential subjects for discussion might include
“How does its text of a particular play tend to provide different experiences and perceptions of that
play?”, “How did the printers and publishers of this Folio affect its publication in 1632?”, “What
did the editor(s) do to re-shape Shakespearean play texts and why did they do so?”, “What kind of
Shakespearean readership did it support historically?” or “What does a specific copy suggest about
its reader(s)?” to name only a few examples.
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